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and   then   completing   the   seizure   of  power   by   actual
revolutionary force.
The superiority of National Socialism over its nationalist
competitors, such as the Stahlhelm and the Jungdeutscher
Orden, lay in its steady preparation and training for seizing
arbitrary power by a revolutionary coup after securing con-
stitutional power by Parliamentary means, while its rivals
continued to work out their plans in an atmosphere of romantic
theorizing. Secretly, but with the utmost energy, the National
Socialists concentrated on this two-stage plan. It was a plan
that revealed a thorough grasp of the real conditions and the
shedding of every vestige of puerile romanticism. The National
Socialists refused to take advantage of what seemed to be
favourable opportunities of participating in the government.
Under their plan they were bound to refuse participation hi
any government, however much injury the refusal might do to
the party, until their entry into the government brought them
at least some of the requisites for securing legal power. They
held to this course with remarkable resolution and discipline,
even allowing their party to begin to disintegrate, because there
was no other way of gaining an assured position from which to
carry out the later revolutionary move. I think the unswerving
pursuit of this one opportunity was one of the severest tests of
the nerve and resolution of the National Socialist leaders.
On January 30th, 1933, National Socialism came into power,
and there began the process of national "renewal" which was to
lead to the recasting of all existing institutions and the appear-
ance of the German nation in a new historic guise, that of the
Third Realm. It was the third attempt at a coup d'e"tat, using
tactics which had manifestly been devised in the light of past
experience; and on the surface, at all events, it had succeeded.
The actual seizure of power was anything but an elemental
revolutionary act, proceeding from the heart of the nation. It
was not even a homogeneous or an unambiguous event. It was